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BOOK REVIEWS 

Private International Jurisprudence. By J. A. Foote. Fourth 
edition by Coleman Phillipson. (London : Stevens and Haynes . 
1914. Pp. 566) 

The fourth edition of this solid work has just appeared. It is a book 
that has a distinct place in the literature of the subject. The author 
does not profess that it is a treatise on Private International Law, "in 
the ordinary sense of the phrase," nor does he expect to do over again 
the work so admirably and exhaustively done by Story, Dicey and 
West lake. 

As he well says "private international law is to be collected from the 
judicial decisions of many nations and from the writings of many 
jurists." Mr. Foote has no purpose to do this but confines himself 
absolutely to the English decisions and aimed to write a. compact 
treatise based wholly upon English adjudications. These adjudications 
he discusses fully and ably and his work would seem indispensable to 
anybody who wishes to have in relatively small compass the opinions 
of the English Courts on international private law problems. 

The difference between this work and that of Westlake is very evi- 
dent at a glance. For instance, Westlake's last edition begins with the 
topic of that most puzzling of problems, "The Renvoi." This doctrine 
about which so much has been written and said in continental Europe 
is not even mentioned in Mr. Foote's book, although it formed the sub- 
ject of an admirable monograph by the English barrister Mr. Pawley 
Bate, called the "Doctrine of the Renvoi." 

Perhaps the explanation of this is found in the fact that the first edi- 
tion was published in 1878 before the doctrine had been apprehended 
as it has today. Dealing as it does with the necessary conflict between 
those countries adopting nationality as a basis for legal rights and 
capacities and those adopting domicil, a treatise on private international 
law that does not mention it seems somewhat antiquated. 

The lack of all references to foreign decisions also deprives the book of 
much interest which it might otherwise have. Nevertheless it is a most 
useful working book and will be of avail to the American lawyer, for our 
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literature on the subject of international private law is wofully scant 
and there is much light to be derived from the English cases. The 
utility of the book is evidenced by the fact that it has gone through four 
editions and the last edition seems to be admirably annotated so as to 
bring the work down to the present date. 

The arrangement of the book while not novel is simple and of easy 
reference. Persons, property, acts and procedure are the sub-divisions 
and the book is concluded by an excellent brief summary. This sum- 
mary contains a kind of codification of the English rules as deduced 
from the decisions and is as well done as the present somewhat unsettled 
state of English jurisprudence permits. 

The author seems to have avoided expression of personal opinions in 
discussing the doctrines set forth by the various cases and has con- 
fined himself to an analysis of the decisions, quoting liberally from the 
opinions of the judges. 

Moorehouse v. Lord, 10 H. L. Cas. 272. 

The English law of domicil is fully discussed but little stress is laid 
upon what was called in one of the cases "the new or improved doctrine" 
of domicil which, while it may not have yet been accepted in England, 
appears to have been accepted in New York. There the tendency is to 
allow the domiciliary question to be settled mainly by the formal 
declaration of a decedent and to make it almost impossible to adjudge 
him to have been domiciled contrary to bis declaration of domicil, 
even though he may have lived abroad with scarce any actual evidence 
of return. 

Nor is the question of "voluntary submission" discussed, yet this 
doctrine has been adopted formally in the New York Statute law as 
follows: 

"Sec. 47. Validity and effect of testamentary dispositions. The 
validity and effect of a testamentary disposition of real property, situ- 
ated within the state, or of an interest in real property so situated, 
which would descend to the heir of an intestate, and the manner 
in which such property or such an interest descends, where it is not 
disposed of by will, are regulated by the laws of the state, without 
regard to the residence of the decedent. Except where special pro- 
vision is otherwise made by law, the validity and effect of a testamen- 
tary disposition of any other property situated within the state, and 
the ownership and disposition of such property, where it is not disposed 
of by will, are regulated by the laws of the state or country, of which 
the decedent was a resident at the time of his death. Whenever a 
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decedent, being a citizen of the United States, wherever resident, shall 
have declared in his will and testament that he elects that such testa- 
mentary dispositions shall be construed and regulated by the laws of 
this state, the validity and effect of such dispositions shall be deter- 
mined by such laws. (Amended by L. 1911, ch. 244, in effect June 6, 
1911)." (Decedent's Estate Law.) 

U. S. Trust Co. v. Hard, 208 N. Y. 617. 

A certain lack of modernity and the absence of any attempts at 
philosophic treatment deprive the book of much of the interest which 
attaches to all that relates to the contact of different civilizations and 
their resulting legal systems, but it remains a useful tool for the prac- 
titioner. 

It is to be regretted that in America with its different legal systems 
in every state, no systemized endeavor is made to analyze the growing 
body of international private laws. 

On the Continent there are numerous magazines for this purpose, but 
none are found in England and America and even the English Courts 
do not seem to have devoted to it the time and attention which its 
growing importance warrants. 

Frederic R. Cobdert. 

Hellas and the Balkan Wars. By D. J. Cassavetti. (New 
York: Dodd Mead and Co. 1914. Pp.368.) 

Considerable ignorance, no doubt, has prevailed among people 
generally in England, on the Continent, and in America, with regard 
to the Balkan States, their liberty and their recent development in 
wealth and power. The success of the allies in the war with Turkey 
aroused a good deal of interest in the Balkan people among intelli- 
gent readers; and many would be glad of an authentic, unbiased 
account of the recent wars and the accompanying events. Such a work, 
however, can only be expected from the pen of an expert historian 
who comes from an outside and neutral country, and who has had 
access to the official sources of the various participants in the two 
wars. 

In the present instance, Mr. Cassavetti — an Anglo-Greek and an 
M.A. of Oxford — has attempted to tell the story of the part played 
by Greece in both conflicts. His motive is two-fold: To give the 
English-speaking people a correct and intimate picture of the Greek 
nation; and to furnish an accurate account of the naval and mili- 



